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“FITZROY CROSSING LIQUOR RESTRICTION OCTOBER 2007 TO SEPTEMBER 2008 TWELVE 
MONTH REPORT” 

Statement by Minister for Mental Health 
DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre — Minister for Mental Health) [12.05 pm]: I rise to table the “Fitzroy Crossing 
Liquor Restriction October 2007 to September 2008 Twelve Month Report” developed by the Drug and Alcohol 
Office and to make a brief statement. 

On 27 September 2007 the Director of Liquor Licensing released his decision on restricting the sale of packaged 
liquor in Fitzroy Crossing. There have been two previous reports on the impact of the liquor restrictions in 
Fitzroy Crossing. One was the “Fitzroy Crossing Liquor Restriction: October to December 2007” reported in 
February 2008; the second was the “Fitzroy Valley Liquor Restriction Report: An evaluation of the effects of a 
six month restriction on take-away alcohol relating to measurable health and social benefits and community 
perceptions and behaviours”. A third report today provides statistical information following the 12 months of the 
restriction.  

The University of Notre Dame, as part of its ongoing work in the Fitzroy Valley, will continue to collect 
anecdotal and statistical information on the restrictions through published reports. The university’s next 
statement is due for release mid-2009.  

Mr Speaker, I report to the house some of the key findings from this report. 

Police: A comparison of pre-restriction to post-restriction periods shows there was an 18 per cent reduction in 
the average number of police tasks attended per month, a 28 per cent reduction in the average number of alcohol-
related tasks attended per month; and the ratio of drink-driving charges to random breath tests improved from 
one charge per six RBTs pre-restriction to one charge per 20.5 RBTs post-restriction. There was a 20 per cent 
increase in reported alcohol-related domestic violence incidents post-restrictions. Police and other local service 
providers have attributed this increase in reported domestic violence cases to higher levels of sobriety within the 
community with people becoming less tolerant of domestic violence and other incidents.  

Health Services: In the health services impact of this report, a comparison of the two pre- and post-restriction 
periods shows there was a 36 per cent reduction in the average number of alcohol-related emergency department 
presentations; and when isolating the busiest periods for the hospital there was a 42 per cent reduction in the 
number of alcohol-related presentations post-restriction. Hospital staff note that since the introduction of the 
alcohol restriction there has been a decrease in the frequency of severe injury presentations to the emergency 
department.  

[See paper 777.] 
 


